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	1. Point of contact for the application assessment if different from the applicant

	Name 
	Not applicable 

	Organisation
	Not applicable

	Phone number 
	Not applicable

	Email address 
	Not applicable



	2. Applicant contact details 

	Full name of applicant
	EirGrid plc (including its employees, agents, contractors and invitees)

	Contact address
	The Oval, 160 Shelbourne Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4, D04 Y2Y4

	Phone number 
	(01) 2370709 (Des Cox, Consents and Planning Lead, Celtic Interconnector Project

	Email address of applicant
	des.cox@eirgrid.com
 Cc:  celticinterconnector@eirgrid.com



	3. If applicant is a body corporate 

	Registered place of business
	The Oval, 160 Shelbourne Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4, D04 Y2Y4

	Name(s) of director(s)
	Michael Hand (Director) – 18 Dargle Valley, Marley Grange, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16
Shane Brennan (Director) – Heather Lodge, Rampark, Jenkinstown, Co. Louth
Liam O’Halloran (Director) – Cuil Cuileann, 10 Woodcliff Heights, Howth, Co. Dublin
Lynne Crowther (Director) – 100 Tullyard Road, Drumbo, Lisburn, Northern Ireland BR27 5jw
John Trethowan (Director) – a Lisbarnet Court, Lisbane, Comber, County Down Bt23 6ax
Eileen Maher (Director) – 10 Hyde Park, Terenure, Dublin 6w
Theresa Donaldson (Director) – 9 Hampton Manor Drive, Belfast, Bt7 3en
Mark Foley (Director) – 2 Hunters Leap, Sea Road, Newcastle, County Wicklow
Tom Coughlan (Director) – 6, Silvergrove, Ballybeg, Ennis, Co. Clare
Brendan Tuohy (Director) – 44, Redford Park, Greystones, Co.  Wicklow

	Company registration number
	Company Registration No. 338522




	4. Ultimate parent company of applicant, where different from the applicant  

	Name
	Not applicable

	Registered place of business
	Not applicable

	Name(s) of director(s)
	Not applicable

	Company registration number
	Not applicable



	5. Where a holding of 10 per cent or more of the shares of an applicant is held by a corporate body or partnership or an unincorporated association or a co-operative carrying on a trade or business with or without a view to profit, the name(s) and address (es) of the holder(s) of such shares shall be provided. 


	Name(s)
	Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform

	Address(es)
	Government Buildings, Merrion Street, Dublin 2, D02 R583



	6. Operator of proposed interconnector 

	Name of operator
	The Interconnector will be operated in Ireland by EirGrid plc (EirGrid) and in France by Réseau de Transport d’Électricité (RTE)

	Registered place of business
	EirGrid: The Oval, 160 Shelbourne Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4, D04 Y2Y4
RTE: 7C, Place du Dôme Puteaux, 92073 Paris La Défense Cedex, Paris, France

	Company registration number
	EirGrid Company Registration No. 338522
RTE Company Registration No. 444 619 258 R.C.S. Nanterre



	7. Entity responsible or proposed to be responsible for the engineering and construction of the proposed interconnector

	Name of engineer/constructor
	EirGrid plc (EirGrid) and Réseau de Transport d’Électricité (RTE) through their joint venture entity, Celtic Interconnector DAC

	Registered place of business
	The Oval, 160 Shelbourne Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4, D04 Y2Y4

	Company registration number
	Company Registration No. 639806

	[bookmark: _Hlk29543569]Details of experience of a similar nature accompany this application 
Through their joint venture entity Celtic Interconnector DAC, EirGrid and RTE will be responsible for the engineering and construction of the Celtic Interconnector.  EirGrid and RTE are the operators of the transmission systems in Ireland and France respectively and both have extensive experience in the engineering, construction and operation of HVDC cross jurisdictional interconnectors.  EirGrid engineered, constructed, owns and operates the East West Interconnector, a 500 MW HVDC Voltage Sourced Converter (VSC) interconnector between Ireland and Wales, which has been fully operational since 2013.  EirGrid utilises its full organisational expertise to operate the link and has in place a dedicated Interconnection Operations team which is responsible for ongoing asset management, including safety, inspection maintenance and repair, outage management, contracts management, Grid Code compliance, financial expenditure and stakeholder engagement.  EirGrid’s Interconnection Operation team also manages energy markets facilitation and participation as set out by CRU for interconnectors in the SEM Trading and Settlement Code in line with EU Network Codes, and manages the optimisation of flexibility services provision to EirGrid TSO to support transmission system stability and resilience for the benefit of the TUoS customer.  RTE was heavily involved in the engineering and construction of the IFA2 Interconnector between England and France. 
	☒


	8. Interconnector identification details to appear on Authorisation[footnoteRef:1]	 [1:  This name must match the name on the related grid connection agreement. ] 


	Name of interconnector
	Celtic Interconnector 
[France — Ireland interconnection between La Martyre (FR) and Knockraha (IE)] 


	Address
	Ballyadam, Carrigtwohill, Co. Cork.  
[The address of the Converter Station in Ireland is Ballyadam, Carrigtwohill, Co. Cork.  The address of the connection point is Knockraha substation, Ballynanelagh, Co. Cork.  The address of the landfall point is Claycastle Beach, Youghal, Co. Cork.]



	9. Applicant details to appear on Authorisation	

	Name
	EirGrid plc

	Address
	The Oval, 160 Shelbourne Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4, D04 Y2Y4














	[bookmark: _Hlk5784887]10.  A description specifying the proposed location of the interconnector

Description to include information for Ireland and the secondary jurisdiction, including location of grid connection points, convertor stations (if any), route of cables/overhead lines, in the case of undersea cable landing points e.g. by reference to townlands, postal address, grid co-ordinates etc, the identity of sites owner(s) and the applicant's legal interest in the site (if any).

	The Celtic Interconnector will have a total length of approximately 575 km and will connect two sub-stations; one at Knockraha substation, Ballynanelagh, in East Co. Cork (Ireland) and the other at La Martyre in Finistère in France.
The link will cross both terrestrial and offshore areas: 
· Onshore circuit in Ireland and France; and,
· Offshore circuit in Irish, UK and French waters.
More specifically, the offshore circuit will cross national Territorial Waters in the Irish and French jurisdictions and the Exclusive Economic Zones in all three jurisdictions (Ireland, the UK and France).  From the connection point at Knockraha, the HVAC cable will pass in a southerly direction towards the Converter Station at Ballyadam (East of Carrigtwohill, Co. Cork).  From that point, the HVDC cable will travel in an easterly direction towards the landfall point at Claycastle Beach (West of Youghal, Co. Cork).  The offshore cable will then pass in a generally southerly direction through the Irish Territorial Waters and the Irish EEZ.  It will continue in a southerly direction through the UK EEZ and once it passes west of the Isles of Scilly, it will pass in a south-easterly direction through the French EEZ and the French Territorial Waters before reaching its landfall point at Kerradénec in Brittany (in the North-West of France).  From there, it will pass in a southerly direction onshore in France until it reaches the connection point at La Martyre.

A map illustrating the entire route of the Celtic Interconnector can be found in Figure 1.2 of the ‘Step 4B Consultant’s Development Options Report’ which can be accessed here:  https://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/Celtic-Interconnector-Project-Step-4B-Report.pdf

For the Irish jurisdiction, the following information can be found at:  
https://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/EirGrid-Proposed-Celtic-Interconnector-Cable-Route-Map.pdf
1. Location of grid connection point at Knockraha
2. Location of converter station
3. Proposed routes of cables – both HVCD and HVAC
4. Landfall point at Claycastle Beach
(More detailed mapping can also be found in Appendix B of the ‘Step 4B Consultant’s Development Options Report’ which can be accessed here:  https://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/Celtic-Interconnector-Project-Step-4B-Report.pdf)

For the Irish jurisdiction, the following information can be found in Table 5.1 of the ‘Step 4B Consultant’s Development Options Report’ contained with the following report:  https://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/Celtic-Interconnector-Project-Step-4B-Report.pdf)
5. Townlands 
6. Postal addresses

The IDA owns the lands at Ballyadam on which it is proposed to locate the Converter Station and have provided a letter of consent for the project in so far as it concerns lands in their ownership.  Cork County Council owns lands at the landfall point at Claycastle Beach and have provided a letter of consent in so far as the project concerns their lands.  The ESB owns lands at the connection point at Knockraha substation and have provided a letter of consent in so far as the project concerns their lands.	Comment by Brennan, Valerie (EXT): Position regarding the consent of additional landowners to be updated prior to submission of the Final CRU Application Form.

A copy of the letter of consent from the IDA for the Converter Station is contained herein:


A copy of the letter of consent from the Cork County Council for the Landfall Point is contained herein:


A copy of the letter of consent from the ESB for the Connection Point at Knockraha substation is contained herein:


In so far as the proposed development concerns numerous regional and local roads in the East Cork Municipal District that are in the management control of Cork County Council, Cork County Council have also provided their consent for the proposed development of the Celtic Interconnector Project in so far as it concerns:
1. Regional road numbers of the section in East Cork Municipal District from Claycastle car park to the N25 as follows: R-908-0 (part), F-634-16 (part), R-634-19, R-634-20;
2. Local road number at crossing point of off-road section at Killeagh Village:  L-3811-0
3. Local road number at crossing point of off-road section at Castlemartyr Village:  L-3805-44
4. Local and regional road number of the section in East Cork MD from junction with N25 at Two Mile Inn to junction of R-626 with Carrigane Road as follows:  L-3627-0 (part), L-7629-0, L-7617-44, L-3610-25, R-626-0 (part). 
The letter of consent that has been received from Cork County Council regarding these regional and local roads is contained herein:  


Approximately [37] km of the entire underground cable is being laid in the public road.  EirGrid plc requires the statutory powers conferred on ESB under Section 51 of the Electricity Supply Act 1927 to lay the interconnector under the road.  Such powers may be conferred on EirGrid plc as a holder of an authorisation to construct an interconnector under Section 16 (b) of the Electricity Regulation Act 1999 pursuant to Section 48 of the Electricity Regulation Act 1999.  	Comment by Brennan, Valerie (EXT): Length to be confirmed at the time of submission of the Final Form

Excluding the elements of the project for which landowner consent has been secured (IDA owned lands, Cork County Council owned lands and ESB owned lands), approximately [6] km of underground cable concerns private lands.  EirGrid plc requires the statutory powers conferred on ESB under Section 53 of the Electricity Supply Act 1927 to lay the interconnector under private land.  Such powers may be conferred on EirGrid plc as a holder of an authorisation to construct an interconnector under Section 16 (b) of the Electricity Regulation Act 1999 pursuant to Section 49 of the Electricity Regulation Act 1999.  	Comment by Brennan, Valerie (EXT): Length to be confirmed at the time of submission of the Final Form

Excluding the elements of the project for which landowner consent has been secured (IDA owned lands, Cork County Council owned lands and ESB owned lands); the total number of private landowners affected is approximately [50].  EirGrid plc require [24] (only) easements from various landowners [6] easements and passing bay licences and [20] (only) 	Comment by Brennan, Valerie (EXT): Figures to be confirmed at the time of submission of the Final Form	Comment by Brennan, Valerie (EXT): As per the PCI Manual and for GDPR reasons etc. the names of affected landowners cannot be provided at this juncture.






	11.  The technical specifications of the interconnector


	The Celtic Interconnector is being developed as a 700 MW (measured at the receiving end of the link), 320 kV VSC, symmetrical monopole, HVDC Link between the French and Irish transmissions systems. 
This is a direct current interconnector for the majority of the connection between Knockraha in Ireland and La Martyre in France. There is an approximately [11] km alternating current section in Ireland to connect the HVDC converter station to the existing Grid Connection substation at Knockraha.	Comment by Brennan, Valerie (EXT): Length to be confirmed at the time of submission of the Final Form

The HVDC interconnector technology is VSC to be installed in a symmetrical monopole configuration. The cable technology will use Cross Linked Polyethylene (XLPE) cables for both the marine and land sections. The voltage is 320 kV DC with a 700 MW capacity.
The VSC technology will enable provision of blackstart and frequency support services for the Irish transmission system.
The reliability of the interconnector is planned to be 98% taking consideration of Scheduled Energy Unavailability (SEU) and Forced Energy Unavailability (FEU). 



	12.  A description of the measures to be taken by the applicant to ensure the safety and security of the electrical system

Description to include a demonstration of how the proposed interconnector complies with all relevant codes, standards, and system requirements. 


	The technical specifications have been developed to ensure compliance with Grid Code requirements for the HVDC connection to the system and also with EirGrid Transmission requirements for the AC infrastructure and compliance. 
The specifications have also been developed to ensure compliance with national and international regulations and legislation.

The procurement process for the interconnector has also been developed to ensure minimum standards of compliance for entry into the process.



	13. Connection agreement details 

	Maximum Export Capacity (MEC) (MW) as per connection agreement/application 
	700 MW

	Maximum Import Capacity (MIC) (MW)
as per connection agreement/application
	700 MW or 790 MVA

	Expected term of Connection Agreement 
	In line with the terms of the CRU approved transmission connection agreements, there is no Expiry Date once it is executed, and the asset constructed. The term effectively rolls.  See extract below: 

The term (“Term”) of a Connection Agreement means, [ ], a term commencing on the Transmission Connection Agreement Effective Date and ending no earlier than twenty (20) years after the Operational Date, and continuing thereafter until either Party shall serve written notice of termination on the other Party of no less than 2 years, or the period, if any, specified in the Offer Letter. 
It is expected that the term will be equal to or greater than 25 years.

	Connection agreement reference or application reference  
	EirGrid connection agreement reference: TG327
Link to Connection Agreement Application:	Comment by Conlon, James: Please note that the connection offer will not be issued until late May 2021 (at the earliest). 






	Proof of connection agreement/application to accompany this application	Comment by Brennan, Valerie (EXT): To be included at the time of submission of the Final Form
	



	14. Expected start date for construction 
	Late 2022 / Early 2023



	15. Expected commissioning date
	Commissioning target date is 31 December 2026

	A construction and commissioning programme, identifying the major milestones in the project development from authorisation to completion, accompanies this report 

The construction phase is planned to commence in Q4 2022 with construction activities planned to commence in Q1 2023.  Commissioning of the interconnector is planned to be complete in 2026.  


☐
	☒


	[bookmark: _Hlk5788660]16. Financial details (Constuction)

	How project is to be financed
	€ amount of funding per option

	
	EirGrid
	RTE
	Total

	Bank or other lending Institution (Provide name)
	
	
	

	Balance sheet (Provide name of company providing financing)
	
	
	

	Share capital
	
	
	

	European funding (CEF Energy Financing)
	349,382,000
	188,129,000
	537,510,000

	Other, please provide details
	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]
	

	Total project cost
	
	
	



Proof of funding for the amounts set out above must accompany this application form. 	Comment by Brennan, Valerie (EXT): NB:  The table above will be populated in the final application as submitted to the CRU as the detailed funding arrangements are yet to be determined.  Please refer to details in section 16.a below.

	16a. Financial information (Operation)

	Please see the Completeness Check at the end of this form for the financial information required here 
EirGrid notes that the much of the Financial Information sought from the Applicant, EirGrid plc, has recently been considered as part of the CRU Price Review 5 process.  
· Statements of the accounts for the last two years kept by the applicant in respect of relevant undertakings carried on by the applicant, showing the financial state of affairs of that undertaking and its profit or loss, together with copies of the latest audited accounts.   
EirGrid acknowledges the requirement for statements of accounts for the last two years showing the financial state of affairs. These will be submitted as part of the final application. 
· If more than three months have elapsed since the end of the accounting year covered by the accounts submitted, a certificate from the applicant stating no material adverse change has occurred.  
The end of the accounting year is 30 September 2021 and so a certificate will be submitted along with the statement of accounts as part of the final application.
· Where the applicant is a special purpose vehicle, a statement of relevant parent company accounts and guarantees.  
 Not applicable
· An outline statement of the proposals for the business of the applicant to which the application relates, for the next five years, including:  
· Annual forecasts of costs, sales and revenues and project financing, stating the assumptions underlying the figures provided.  
· Details of any expected subsequent substantial capital outflows, including major decommissioning costs.  
· Estimates of net annual cash flows for subsequent periods sufficient to demonstrate the financial security and feasibility of the project(s) to which the application relates.  
· Information on the intended source of finance and (where relevant) confirmation from the relevant lender(s).  
In addition, in regard to the project itself and the forecast business plan etc., in September 2018 EirGrid and RTE submitted a Joint Investment Request (IR) for the development of the project (a redacted version of same was published by the CRU).  EirGrid and RTE as part of the IR requested a Cross Boarder Cost Allocation (CBCA) decision in respect of the investment costs including a decision on their inclusion in each country’s tariffs from the National Regulatory Authorities (the NRAs), the CRU in Ireland and the CRE in France, under Article 12 of the TEN-E Regulations (Regulation (EU) No. 347/2013, as amended).   
Section 7 and associated annexes of the IR set out the project business plan which includes analysis of forecasted annual cash flows, grant funding eligibility, financing and regulatory arrangements. 
This information has been considered by the NRAs. In respect of the Ireland aspects consulted upon by the CRU under CRU/18/265 “Celtic interconnector - CRU Assessment of the Celtic Investment Request”.  
In 2019, the NRAs published their coordinated CBCA Decision CRU/19/051 (a further updated Decision was published following the results of the second Connecting Europe Facility energy call 2019 CRU/19/125) supporting the Celtic Interconnector project. The CBCA Decision set out the basis of the cost sharing between the parties and provided that the cost of the Celtic Interconnector would form part of the respective national tariffs.   In Ireland, the CRU also published CRU/19/063 “Celtic Interconnector – consultation results, Information paper accompanying the coordinated cross-border cost allocation decision under Article 12 of Regulation (EU) 347/2013".
In regard to the Information on the intended source of finance;
· In line with the CBCA decision up to the project’s estimated investment costs at that time of the IR (930 M€), 65% of investment costs will be allocated to Ireland, and 35% to France; cost above the project’s estimated investment costs should be shared 50/50 between EirGrid and RTE.
· Following the NRAs’ decision, EirGrid and RTE submitted an application for significant grant funding for the project under the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF).  The project was successful in its application achieving a substantial grant award of €530.7M in addition to approximately €7M of grants secured in previous phases. In December 2019, the TSOs entered in to the formal grant agreement with the EU Innovation and Networks Executive Agency (INEA). Grant monies received will be allocated 65% to Ireland and 35% to France in line with the CBCA decision.  
· The CRU has been provided with a copy of the INEA Grant Agreement (22 June 2020) that underpins the CEF Energy Financing
· In terms of the funding from Bank or other lending institutions: 
· As EirGrid is developing the interconnector it its capacity as the licensed TSO for Ireland a Regulatory Financial Framework needs to be determined by the CRU in order that the necessary project financing can be put in place. This framework is expected to be determined in 2021. EirGrid will provide the CRU with proof of funding once in place as part of the final Application for the Authorisation to construct an Interconnector. 
· RTE is developing the interconnector it its capacity as the licensed TSO for France. The Regulatory Financial Framework for RTE has been determined by CRE the National Regulatory Authority for France. As RTE is financed at a corporate level, RTE’s share of Celtic will be absorbed into the financing of RTE’s other investments. EirGrid will engage with the CRU as to the level of information required in regard to the RTE arrangements and will include same as part of the Final Application for the Authorisation to construct an Interconnector.








	17.  Planning compliance for applications under the Projects of Common Interest (PCI) process 
Applicant to attach a progress report on their application for the named project under the PCI process. Details to include: (i) a status update on all planning consent applications to the relevant local planning authority or An Bord Pleanala (ii) where outstanding, the expected schedule for issuance, and (iii) an up to date project schedule highlighting any consent interdependencies that may impact this CRU assessment. The project report should include details of PCI process progress in both countries proposed to be interconnected  


	(i) 
A detailed status update and the expected schedule for issuance of the Strategic Infrastructure Development (SID) Application to An Bord Pleanála and the Foreshore Licence Application to the Foreshore Unit is set out in the following document:  In addition to the following updated schedule (updated as of April 2021):	Comment by Brennan, Valerie (EXT): An updated status report including a schedule will be provided at the time of submission of the Final Form.


(ii) In summary, EirGrid intends to submit both the SID Application for the onshore related aspects of the development and the Foreshore Licence Application for the offshore related aspects of the development in June 2021.  EirGrid expects to receive a decision in relation to both consent applications by April 2022.

(iii) An up to date cross jurisdictional project schedule is set out below.  While the entirety of the cable cannot be built until a comprehensive decision is issued in the UK and France, in the Irish jurisdiction, the Comprehensive Decision cannot be issued until the SID and the Foreshore Licence consents are secured.  A more detailed account of PCI process progress in all three jurisdictions concerned is set out in the following document which is complemented by the above update as of April 2021:



[image: ]
	☐


	18. Planning compliance for non-PCI process applications 
Applicant to provide copy of final planning permission, or confirmation of a planning exemption from the planning authority, or An Bord Pleanála as appropriate 
Where final grant of planning is not available, a progress report on the planning application should be provided.  

	Proof of planning/progress report accompanies this report (please tick or mark as n/a)  
	Not applicable.





An Coimisiún um Rialáil Fóntas Commission for Regulation of Utilities


DECLARATION AND CONSENT
The applicant hereby declares that, in so far as it is applicable:
1. The applicant is capable of and shall comply with the conditions of any authorisation and licence they may be issued if this application is approved by the CRU. 
2. The applicant shall at all times comply with lawful directions of the CRU. 
3. No activity carried out under any authorisation or licence granted pursuant to this application will adversely affect the safety and security of the electricity system. 
4. Energy will be used efficiently in the course of any activities carried out under any authorisation or licence granted under this application. 
5. The applicant will comply with the Grid Code or Distribution Code in so far as it is applicable to it and, at the relevant times, will have the capability of doing so. 
6. The applicant has, or has applied for, a connection agreement. The applicant will not commence construction of the Interconnector until such time as the connection agreement has been signed by it and the Distribution System Operator or Transmission System Operator, as applicable.
7. The interconnector to which the application relates will be constructed and commissioned within the period specified in relevant conditions in the authorisation. 
8. The interconnector to which the application relates will be capable of providing an appropriate level of services necessary to ensure the stable and secure operation of the electricity system as specified in the Grid Code or Distribution Code, as applicable. 
9. The applicant is a fit and proper person to be granted an authorisation or licence and has the technical skills to carry out the activities to which the application relates and to comply with such an authorisation or licence. 
10. The operator appointed (or to be appointed) is a fit, proper and competent person to operate the interconnector. The applicant will notify the CRU in writing on the appointment of any new operator and will confirm that such operator is a fit, proper and competent person to operate the interconnector. 
11. The person appointed to be responsible for engineering and construction of proposed interconnector (or will be, if not yet appointed) is a fit, proper and competent person to carry out this task. The applicant will notify the CRU in writing on its appointment of any new person to be responsible for engineering and construction of the proposed interconnector and will confirm that such person is a fit, proper and competent person to carry out the construction and engineering of the interconnector. 
12. The applicant can finance the undertaking of the activities for which it seeks an authorisation or licence. No person specified in the application is disqualified in any jurisdiction and to any extent from acting in connection with the affairs of a company.
13. The applicant agrees and consents to the publication by the CRU of a notice of the making of this application. The applicant acknowledges and accepts that any applications received by the CRU may be made available to members of the public and has clearly indicated any information it considers to be commercially confidential. The applicant further acknowledges that any information it provides to the CRU in the course of its application shall be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2014.
14. The information provided on behalf of the applicant is accurate and complete in all respects. In the event of a material misstatement by an applicant in completing this application form and declaration, the CRU reserves the right to revoke the relevant authorisation granted. 
15. I am authorised to make this declaration on behalf of the applicant, and I do so voluntarily believing same to be true. 
	[bookmark: _Hlk5789257]Signature of Applicant or Authorised Representative	Comment by Brennan, Valerie (EXT): To be completed in advance of submission of the Final Form

	Signature
	
	Date
	

	Name and Position of SIGNATORY (PRINT)
	

	Address of SIGNATORY (PRINT)
	

	Signature of Witness

	Signature of WITNESS
	
	Date
	

	Name and Position of WITNESS (PRINT)
	

	Address of WITNESS (PRINT)
	



The CRU Privacy Notice sets out how we protect the privacy rights of individuals and can be found here



[bookmark: _Hlk40863426]

COMPLETENESS CHECK 	Comment by Brennan, Valerie (EXT): To be completed in advance of submission of the Final Form
Submission of Supporting Documentation 
Supporting documentation must be submitted in accordance with the below references to ensure an efficient application assessment e.g. attach connection agreement details as ‘6. Connection Agreement’. a delay in the assessment of your application.

All applications must include the following information:
1. Application Form
Signed and completed application form.  
2. Application Fee 
Proof of payment of application fee. 
3. Financial Information 	Comment by Brennan, Valerie (EXT): Please refer to the responses provided in Section 16a of this Draft Form.
a) Statements of the accounts for the last two years kept by the applicant in respect of relevant undertakings carried on by the applicant, showing the financial state of affairs of that undertaking and its profit or loss, together with copies of the latest audited accounts.  
b) If more than three months have elapsed since the end of the accounting year covered by the accounts submitted, a certificate from the applicant stating no material adverse change has occurred. 
c) Where the applicant is a special purpose vehicle, a statement of relevant parent company accounts and guarantees.  
d) An outline statement of the proposals for the business of the applicant to which the application relates, for the next five years, including; 
	Annual forecasts of costs, sales and revenues and project financing, stating the assumptions underlying the figures provided. 
	Details of any expected subsequent substantial capital outflows, including major decommissioning costs 
	Estimates of net annual cash flows for subsequent periods sufficient to demonstrate the financial security and feasibility of the project(s) to which the application relates 
	Information on the intended source of finance and (where relevant) confirmation from the relevant lender(s). 
4. Location of Interconnector
Map(s) or marine chart(s) sufficient to identify the location of the interconnector in both jurisdictions.

5. Planning Compliance 
       PCI process planning compliance progress report 

  Non-PCI process proof of planning compliance or progress report
6. Connection Agreement 
Proof of connection agreement
or 
Proof of application for a connection agreement from the transmission system operator 
Both must include a reference number and MEC
7. Technical Information
Company profile showing the qualifications and experience of company who will operate the proposed interconnector
8. Construction Timeline 
Construction and commissioning programme, identifying the major milestones in the project development, from authorisation to completion. 

The submission of additional information by CRU may be requested at any stage in the assessment process.



SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION
A signed, scanned soft copy of this application form and all associated documentation is to be submitted electronically to: licensing@cru.ie. No hardcopies are required. 
[bookmark: _Hlk31727625][bookmark: _Hlk40863274]Supporting documentation must be submitted in accordance with the below references to ensure an efficient application assessment e.g. attach connection agreement details as ‘6. Connection Agreement’. Failure to do so will result in a delay to your assessment and may result in a return of your application.
Email attachments too large to be submitted by email can be provided by file share software. Please contact: licensing@cru.ie to arrange this. 
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12.03.21 IDA Letter Of Consent for Converter Station Location - Celtic Interconnector Project.pdf
es IDA Ireland

Mr. Sean Kenny

Eirgrid plc

Transmission System Operator
160 Shelbourne Road
Ballsbridge

Dublin 4

By email to: sean.kenny@eirgrid.com

12t March 2021

AN GHNIOMHAIREACHT
INFHEISTIOCHTA AGUS FORBARTHA

PAIRC GNO & TEICNEOLAIOCHTA
BHAILE ATHA LUAIN

CARRAIG AN CHAISLEAIN

BOTHAR BHAILE ATHA CLIATH

BAILE ATHA LUAIM

CO. MA HIARMHI

EIRE

FOMN (000) B471500

FACS (080) 6471550

SUIOMH GREASAIN www.idaireland. com

INVESTMENT AND
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

ATHLOME BUSINESS

& TECHNOLOGY PARKE
GARRYCASTLE

DUBLIN ROAD

ATHLONE

CO. WESTMEATH

IRELAND

TEL (080) 6471500

FAX (080) 6471550
WEBSITE www.idaireland.com

Re: IDA Ireland Consent to apply for Planning Permission — Eirgrid Converter Station on IDA

lands Ballyadam, Co. Cork

Dear Mr. Kenny,

IDA refer to your request for the consent of IDA (Ireland) to a planning application for construction of a
converter station at IDA lands Ballyadam, Co. Cork as per the drawing submitted for review namely:

e 229100428-MMD-00-XX-DR-E-1108-P2

IDA consents to your lodging the said planning application on condition that the consent is not to be

construed as:

1. conferring any obligation on IDA to enter into negotiations with you, your servants or agents

to sell the above lands;

2. constituting a Memorandum between the parties for the purposes of satisfying the provisions

of the Statute of Frauds (Ireland )1695;

3. an approval (express or implied) by IDA of the plans and specifications regarding the proposed

planning application;

4. an authorisation (express or implied) to you, your servants or agents to enter upon the said
lands to carry out excavation or construction work associated with any grant of planning
permission issued on foot of the planning application.



mailto:sean.kenny@eirgrid.com



Furthermore, the consent is issued subject to the following conditions:

1. Compliance with the regulations and obtaining approval of all public, local, and other
authorities.

2. Obtaining planning permission and complying with conditions.

3. Compliance with appropriate Regulations.

4. Compliance with the rights of lessees and occupiers of adjoining and surrounding properties.

5. The reinstatement to the satisfaction of IDA Ireland, of any damaged areas/services adjoining

the development.
IDA Ireland to be notified of proposed start and completion dates.
7. Compliance with all Licencing requirements as agreed with the Local Authority.

o

It should be noted that this confirmation does not affect IDA Ireland’s right to make observations or to
object to the proposed development.

Yours sincerely,

Claire McGovern
Portfolio Executive
Property Division IDA Ireland
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CO mhal rle CO ntae Cho rcai Fén: (021) 4276891 e Faics: (021) 4276321
Cork County Council Corle T RONG, Ircland.

4

We are Cork.

VALERIE/O’SULLIVAN

Halla an Chontae,
Corcaigh T12 R2NC, Eire.

Suiomh Gréasiin: www.corkcoco.ie

County Hall,

Tel: (021) 4276891 e Fax: (021) 4276321

‘Web: www.corkcoco.ie

1%t March, 2021

Re: Celtic Interconnector Project

Dear Sir/Madam,

Cork County Council as owner and/or manager of the lands at Claycastle Beach that
include folio No. CK72998F acknowledges that EirGrid plc has the exclusive function
to operate and ensure the maintenance of and, if necessary, develop a safe, secure,
reliable, economical and efficient electricity transmission system, and to explore and
develop opportunities for interconnection of its system with other systems pursuant
to the provisions of the Electricity Regulation Act, 1999 and S.I. No 445/2000.

Consequently we hereby consent to the planning application by Eirgrid plc under
Section 182A of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) for the
proposed development of the Celtic Interconnector Project (An Bord Pleanala Project
of Common Interest Ref. No. PCI0O003) in so far as it relates to lands in the ownership
and/or management control of Cork County Council at Claycastle Beach.

Yours sincerely,

DIVISIONAL MANAGER
SOUTHERN DIVISION
Designated Public Official under the Regulation of Lobbying Act, 2015

o

Recycled
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@ NETWORKS esbnetworks.ie

Béthair Baile na Lobhar, Baile Atha Cliath 18, Eire Leopardstown Road, Foxrock, Dublin 18, Ireland
Fén 1850 372 757 Phone 1850 372 757

An Bord Pleanala,
64 Marlborough Street,

Dublin 1
13t April 2021

Re: Planning Application for Celtic Interconnector project

ESB confirms that it is the legal owner of the lands registered in Folio CK30351 in the
townland of Ballynanelagh, Co Cork.

As legal owner of the lands ESB consents to the submission of a planning application by
EirGrid PLC in respect of underground transmission cables connecting to the existing 220kV
Knockraha Substation.

This consent letter is not intended to be a reflection on the merits or otherwise of this
planning application.

This consent letter does not give permission to access the lands for the execution of the
proposed works.

Yours sincerely,

@)
N

~_ by#

|

Ciaran Byrne

For and on behalf of ESB.
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Halla an Chontae,
Corcaigh T12 R2NC, Eire.

CO mhai I‘le CO ntae Cho rcai Fén: (021) 4276891 e Faics: (021) 4276321

Suiomh Gréasdin: www.corkcoco.ie

. County Hall,
Cork County Council Cork T12 RING, Lcland.

Tel: (021) 4276891 e Fax: (021) 4276321

Web: www.corkcoco.ie

30% March, 2021

Re: Eirgrid Celtic Interconnector Project

Dear Sir/Madam,

Cork County Council acknowledges that EirGrid plc has the exclusive function to operate and ensure
the maintenance of and, if necessary, develop a safe, secure, reliable, economical and efficient
electricity transmission system, and to explore and develop opportunities for interconnection of its
system with other systems pursuant to the provisions of the Electricity Regulation Act, 1999
and S.I. No 445/2000. Consequently, we hereby consent to the planning application by Eirgrid
plc under Section 182A of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) for the proposed
development of the Celtic Interconnector Project (An Bord Pleanala Project of Common Interest
Ref. No. PCI0003) in so far as it relates to the following lands:-

East Cork Municipal District

1. Regional road numbers of the section in East Cork MD from Claycastle Carpark to N25 as
follows: R-908-0 (part); R-634-16 (part); R-634-19; R-634-20

2. Local road number at crossing point of off-road section at Killeagh Village: L-3811-0

3. Local road number at crossing point of off-road section at Castlemartyr Village: L-3805-44

4. Local & regional road numbers of the section in East Cork MD from junction with N25 at
Two Mile Inn to junction of R-626 with Carrigane Road as follows: L-3627-0 (part); L-
7629-0; L-7617-44; L-3613-0; L-3610-25 (part); R-626-0 (part).

It is a matter for Eirgrid to seek the consent of Transport Infrastructure Ireland in relation to
the N25.

As occupiers of the former Midleton to Youghal railway line at Claycastle, Killeagh and
Roxborough, Cork County Council has no objection to Eirgrid seeking the consent of the
property owners, Irish Rail/Iarnrod Eireann.

Cobh Municipal District
Local Roads, L-6890-0, L-7631-0, L-7634-0, L-7634-6, L-3606-23, L3606-37, L-7639-0,
L7640-0, L-3617-25.

Yours sincerely,

DIVISIONAL MANAGER
SOUTHERN DIVISION
Designated Public Official under the Regulation of Lobbying Act, 2015

1 &

We are Cork. Recycled
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Reduced Criteria for
Generation Facilities

Connection Application Form to the
Transmission System

October 2015

EIRGRID





Introduction

As per Appendix 7 of the CER’s final direction on Gate 3,CER /08/206, applicants may
now choose to provide the technical details of a project at a later date when the
applicant will be expected to be in a better position to confirm what the actual equipment
to be installed will be. The remaining application data will be assumed by EirGrid for the
purposes of carrying out connection studies. The applicants will however be required to
provide the actual project data at least a year prior to connection and will be liable for
any changes to connection method, charges, lead-times, or other as a result of the
assumptions made.

This application, (Reduced Criteria - Generation Application Form) outlines the
reduced criteria EirGrid requires to progress an application for connection to the
Transmission System. EirGrid recommends that the applicant refers to the customers
section of the website www.eirgrid.com for further information on the application
process. The website has links to other relevant documents such as the Grid Code. It
should be noted that it is the applicant’s responsibility to comply with the technical,
design and operational standards detailed in the Grid Code.

Please note for the purpose of this application form TSO should be interpreted as: the
holder of the license to operate Ireland’s Transmission System (EirGrid).

Please note that this application form deals with HV connections only (= 110 kV) and
that if an MV (=< 110 kV) supply is required the applicant should first contact ESB
Networks: Tel: +353 850 372 757, www.esb.ie

EirGrid reserves the right to request additional data if necessary and the applicant should
provide such information promptly during and post the offer process.

It is EirGrid’s responsibility to determine the transmission connection method; if the
applicant has a specific request this will be considered and examined in the process.
The selected method will be based on the overall least cost technically
acceptable solution unless the Applicant requests otherwise or EirGrid requires an
alternative method for system reasons.

Definitions of terms used in this form can be found in the Glossary of the Grid Code.

The following information will be disclosed in the applications list found in the
‘Completed Generation Applications’ section on www.eirgrid.com once the application is
deemed fully complete by EirGrid:
e Project name,
applicant details (contact name, email address, telephone number),
received complete date,
status of application,
grid co-ordinates of electrical connection point,
capacity of project (MW).

Please note that if the application is not initially deemed complete, then the received

complete ! date is recorded as the date that all necessary information has been
provided to the system operator.

Reduced Criteria Generation Form ¢ October 2015
Page 2
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Please note that payment of application fees can only be made via electronic fund
transfer into the following account. Cheques are not accepted.

Bank Details: Sort Code: 99-02-12

Barclays Bank Ireland Plc Account Name: EirGrid No 2 Account
2 Park Place, Account Number: 42890602

Hatch Street Swift Code: BARCIE2D

Dublin 2 IBAN: IEBOBARC99021242890602

When the application form is completed please send the form to the below address, or
email to OPMO@eirgrid.com

EirGrid Tel: +3531 702 6642
Customer Relations Fax: +353 16615375
The Oval, Email: info@eirgrid.com
160 Shelbourne Road,

Ballsbridge,

Dublin 4,

Ireland.

If any queries arise please do not hesitate to contact our Customer Relations Team at,
CUSTOMER.SUPPORT @eirgrid.com

More information on the Received Complete Date is available at:
http://gridshare/sites/FG/CPC/CPC%20Policy%20Documentation%20Project/Basis%20f
or%20calculating%20%20Received%20Complete%20Date%20-%20FINAL.pdf

Reduced Criteria Generation Form ¢ October 2015
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Details of Applicant

1. Full name of the applicant(s).
EirGrid PLC

2. Address of the applicant(s) or in the case of a corporate body, the registered address
and company registration number.

The Oval, 160 Shelbourne Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4.

Company Registration No. (If applicable) 338522

3. Telephone Number

4. Contact Person(s)
Gary Nolan

5. Email Address

Gary.nolan@eirgrid.com

6. Contact Address (if different)

7. Please nominate a preferred name for this facility.
Celtic Interconnector

Please Note: The TSO will take this preferred name into consideration when
determining the facilities’ station name but reserves the right to change it in order to
avoid any potential for confusion with other projects or stations.

Please refer to Appendix A for EirGrid’s policy on User Site/Station Naming.

Reduced Criteria Generation Form ¢ October 2015
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8. Please specify an address for this Facility.

Site located at Ballyadam, Carrigtwohill, Co Cork.
Co-ordinates of site: Latitude = 51.91679 (north),Longitude = -8.23339 (west)

9. Please confirm if you have achieved planning permission for the facility.

Yes No \/

If yes, please confirm the planning authority reference.

If no, please confirm when you expect to achieve it. If the date of application is
dependent on the connection offer date, please confirm the expected number of months
to achieve planning permission for the facility.

Months

Expected achievement date of 01/07/2022

10. It should be noted that it is the applicants responsibility to comply with the technical,
design and operational standards detailed in the Grid Code.

Noted ‘/

11. Has the Applicant signed a confidentiality agreement with TSO?
Yes No v/ (Applicant is the TSO)

If no, two copies have to be submitted with application form.
Confidentiality agreement templates can be found on our website, www.eirgrid.com.

Reduced Criteria Generation Form ¢ October 2015
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General Data
Technical Details required.

12. Please provide a 1:50,000 “Discovery Series” Ordnance Survey map, with the
internal network layout and major equipment location (e.g. turbines, stations, etc.)
clearly marked.

Name of OS map attachment:
Ballyadam_Site Layout Rev3.pdf

Grid co-ordinates of the electrical connection point (location of the station) of your site

Latitude = 51.91679 (north) Longitude = -8.23339 (west)
Easting Northing

Note that the connection point is normally at the HV bushings of the grid connected
transformer. Space for the transmission compound will have to be clearly marked on the
site plan. The exact size of the compound will depend on the connection method
defined in the connection offer.

13. Preferred Connection Date, (number of months after a connection offer is executed
that the facility will be ready to connect to the network)

01/06/2026

Projected period from Preferred Connection Date to Operational Date4: (x months)
4 months

14. Maximum Export Capacity (MEC) required.
This is the amount of exporting transmission capacity that will be provided for in the
connection offer.

MEC ‘700 ‘ (MW) Export onto Irish Transmission System (Import from France)

15. Maximum Import Capacity (MIC) required.

This is the amount of importing transmission capacity that will be provided in the
connection offer. (If there is an existing MIC at the facility please state the additional
level required related to this application).

MIC 790 (MVA) Imported from the Irish Transmission System (export to France)

16. State number of connecting circuits to the Transmission System (e.g. one, two etc.),
the applicant requires for technical and/or security reasons.

One circuit (consisting of a 2 cable per phase arrangement)

Reduced Criteria Generation Form ¢ October 2015
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17. Please state the Generation Technology/Type (i.e. Wind, CCGT, OCGT, Biomass,
etc.)

HVDC Interconnector.

If two or more technology types are to be constructed under this MEC; please state
what portion of the MEC is attributed to each technology.

Reduced Criteria Generation Form ¢ October 2015
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Appendix A
Appendix A:

EirGrid’s policy on Station Naming.

Station name must be unique and pronounceable for all stations.
e station name must be geographically accurate and descriptive.
station name should be as local as possible to provide for future proofing
for other stations that may locate in the same area.
e station names should be identified in the following order;
- town land it is situated in,
- nearby town land,
- adjacent landmark, i.e. a mountain,
e Station names should not be named after a company, any individual
supplier or manufacturer as this is liable to change
e station name must not start with the letter X as this is reserved for ETSO.

Note: Station name above applies to both the transmission station name
and the users site name.

EirGrid will also assign a unique 3 character code to each generation unit
which are used by various software for modelling purposes and dispatch
purposes. This 3 character code is based on the user site name and the
number of generators at that site.

Appendix B:
Checklist

Completed Reduced Criteria - Generation Application Form,
application fee,

internal network layout and major equipment location on OS map,
2 signed Copies of the Confidentiality Agreement (if applicable),
signed Landowner Consent Confirmation,

signed Use of Assumed Plant/Data Declaration and

signed Grid Code Acknowledgement/Compliance Declaration.

Reduced Criteria Generation Form ¢ October 2015
Page 8
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1 Introduction

1.1 Introduction

The Celtic Interconnector is a proposed electrical link which will enable the movement of
electricity between Ireland and France and will be the first direct energy link between the two
countries, running from the south coast of Ireland to the north-west coast of France. The
project promoters are EirGrid plc and Réseau de Transport d'Electricité (RTE), the
respective Transmission System Operators (TSOS) in Ireland and France. The Celtic
Interconnector Project (An Bord Pleanala Ref. No. PCI0003) is currently in the pre-
application phase of the Project of Common Interest (PCI) process.

1.2 Progress to date on completing the Pre-Application Procedure

To date, a number of the pre-application requirements that concern this PCI Project have
been completed in accordance with the provisions of the TEN-E Regulation®. In summary,
these include:

e Article 9(7): Establish and update a website linked to the Commission website;

e Article 9(3): Within 3 months of Article 10(1)(a), submit Concept of Public
Participation (CPP) to 3 CAs in line with Annex VI.

e Article 9(4) and 9(5): Carry out at least 1 public consultation within no more than 2
months in each Member State concerned.

e Article 10(1)(a): Submit Notification Document to all 3 Competent Authorities (CAS).

In addition, EirGrid plc (hereafter, EirGrid) has made submissions to the PCI Unit in order to
help the CA to complete the requirement for them to identify the scope of material and the
level of detail of information to be submitted as part of the Draft Application File i.e. complete
the requirements of Article 10(4)(a)? of the TEN-E Regulation. EirGrid anticipates that the
requirements of Article 10(4)(a) will be concluded very shortly.

In parallel to this and in compliance with Article 10(4)(b) of the TEN-E Regulation, EirGrid
has prepared this proposed schedule for the permit granting process. This proposed
schedule will assist the PCI Unit in drawing up in, close cooperation with the project
promoter and other authorities concerned, and while taking into account the results of the
activities carried out under Article 10(4)(a) above, a detailed schedule for the permit granting
process in line with the requirements of Annex V1.2 of the TEN-E Regulation.

! The Trans-European Energy Infrastructure EU Regulation No. 347/2013.

2 Article 10(4)(a) of the TEN-E Regulation states “4. The pre-application procedure shall comprising the following
steps (a) upon the acknowledgement of the notification pursuant to paragraph 1(a), the competent authority shall
identify, in close cooperation with the other authorities concerned, and where appropriate on the basis of a
proposal by the project promoter, the scope of material and level of detail of information to be submitted by the
project promoter, as part of the application file, to apply for the comprehensive decision. The checklist referred to
in Annex VI.1(e) shall serve as a basis for this identification”.
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In addition, EirGrid is separately submitting a proposed joint schedule in compliance with
Article 10(4)(b) that will facilitate the CAs of the Member States concerned with this project
in endeavouring to align their timetables.

The requirements of Article 10(4)(b) and the associated requirements of Annex VI.2 in
respect of this particular document are set out in more detail in Section 1.3 below.

1.3 Purpose of this document

This document has been prepared in order to provide the PCI Unit with a proposed schedule
of the permit granting process and to enable the requirements of Article 10(4)(b) and Annex
VI.(2) of the TEN-E Regulation to be completed in so far as this step can be informed by
EirGrid.

1.3.1 Article 10(4)(b)
Article 10(4)(b) of the TEN-E Regulation, as relevant to this document, states that:
“4. The pre-application procedure shall comprise the following steps: [...]

(b) the competent authority shall draw up, in close cooperation with the project
promoter and other authorities concerned and taking into account the results of the
activities carried out under point (a), a detailed schedule for the permit granting
process in line with the guidelines set out in Annex VI1.(2);

1.3.2 Annex VL.(2)
Annex VI.(2) of the TEN-E Regulation states that:

“(2) The detailed schedule referred to in Article 10(4)(b) shall specify as a minimum
the following:

(a) The decisions and opinions to be obtained;
(b) The authorities, stakeholders, and the public likely to be concerned,;
(c) The individual stages of the procedure and their duration;

(d) Major milestones to be accomplished and their deadlines in view of the
comprehensive decision to be taken;

(e) The resources planned by the authorities and possible additional resource needs.
1.4 Structure of this document

This document has been structured to provide the PCI Unit with a detailed description of the
proposed schedule for the project at a national level. More specifically:

e Section 2 provides a proposed schedule for the Strategic Infrastructure
Development (SID) consenting process in Ireland;

e Section 3 provides a proposed schedule for the Foreshore Licence consenting
process in Ireland; and,

e Section 4 provides a proposed schedule for the CRU consenting process in Ireland.
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1.5 Key Consent Requirements within the Irish Jurisdiction

There are a number of consents and other authorisations required to realise the proposed

development in Ireland. Table 1.1 sets out the details of those primary consents and

authorisations that are considered by EirGrid to facilitate the progression of the project into

the construction phase, and includes the key contact details for each of the relevant

authorities.

Table 1.1: Primary Consents Required for the Celtic Interconnector Project

Ref. | Consenting Name of Consent /
Authority Notice / License
1 An Bord Pleanala Strategic Infrastructure

Development (SID) Grant
of Planning Permission

2 Foreshore Unit Foreshore Licence

3 CRU Authorisation to Construct
an Interconnector

Consent to Lay Electric
Cables

Special Order(s) (if
required)

Name and Contact Details of
Consenting Authority
Kieran Somers,

Executive Officer,

SID Unit

An Bord Pleanala,

64 Marlborough Street,
Dublin 1, D01 V90
k.somers@pleanala.ie
Tel: (01) 873 7250

Nina Murray,

Principal Officer,
Foreshore Unit,
Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage,
Newtown Road,

Wexford, Y35 AP90
nina.murray@housing.gov.ie
Tel: (053) 911 7332
Réisin Cullinan,

Licensing Manager,

The Grain House,

The Exchange,

Belgard Square North,
Cookstown,

Dublin 24, D24 PXWO0
rcullinan@cru.ie

Tel: 00 353 (0)1 4000 800
Harry Molloy,

Analyst,

CRU,

The Exchange,

Belgard Square North,
Cookstown,

Dublin 24, D24 PXWO0
hmolloy@cru.ie

Tel: (01) 4000 800

Réisin Cullinan,

Licensing Manager,

The Grain House,

The Exchange,

Belgard Square North,
Cookstown,

Dublin 24, D24 PXWO0
rcullinan@cru.ie
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Ref.

Table 1.2 sets out the details of those other consents and authorisations required to facilitate

Consenting
Authority

Name of Consent /
Notice / License

Operator Licence

Name and Contact Details of
Consenting Authority
Tel: 00 353 (0)1 4000 800
Roéisin Cullinan,

Licensing Manager,

The Grain House,

The Exchange,

Belgard Square North,
Cookstown,

Dublin 24, D24 PXWO0
rcullinan@cru.ie

Tel: 00 353 (0)1 4000 800

construction of the project. Table 1.2 also includes the key contact details for each of the
relevant authorities.

Table 1.2: Other Consents Required for the Celtic Interconnector Project

Ref. | Name of Name of Consent / Contact details for relevant
Consenting Notice / License consenting authority
Authority
1 Environmental Waste Disposal / EIA Planning,
Protection Agency = Emissions Licence Environmental Licensing Programme,
(onshore) Office of Environmental Sustainability,
EPA,
Johnstown Castle Estate,
Co Wexford, Y35 W821
eiaplanning@epa.ie
(053) 91 60600
2 Cork County Commencement Notice / | Cork County Council
Council 7 Day Notice County Hall,
Carrigrohane Road,
Cork, T12 R2NC
fireinfo@corkcoco.ie
Tel: (021) 4304077
3 Minister for Ministerial Consent / National Parks and Wildlife Service,
Housing, Local Derogation Licences 90 King Street North,
Government and (National Parks and Dublin 7, DO7 N7CV
Heritage Wildlife Service) nature.conservation@chg.gov.ie
Tel: (01) 888 3242
4 National Excavation Licence Dr Connie Kelleher,
Monuments (Archaeological) / Office of Public Works National
Service Ministerial Consent for Monument Depot,
works at / near a National | Custom House,
Monument / Detection Dublin 1, D01 W6X0
Device Consent nationalmonuments@chg.gov.ie
Tel: (01) 888 2000
5 Cork County Road Opening Licence David Clarke
Council Senior Executive Engineer.
Road Operations - Midleton Office,
East Cork Municipality District,
Cork County Council,
The Lodge,
Youghal Road,
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Ref. | Name of
Consenting
Authority

6 Department of

Agriculture, Food
and the Marine
(Forest Service)

7 Cork County
Council

8 Cork County
Council

9 Cork County
Council

10 Cork County
Council

11 National
Monuments
Service

Name of Consent /
Notice / License

Tree Felling Licence (if
required)

Trade Effluent Discharge
Licence

Certificate of Registration

Fire Safety Certificate

Disability Access
Certificate

Dive Survey Licence

Contact details for relevant
consenting authority

Midleton,

Co. Cork
dave.clarke@corkcoco.ie
(021) 4631580

Felling Section,

Forest Service,
Department of Agriculture, Food and the
Marine,

Johnstown Estate,

Co. Wexford, Y35 PN52
felling.forestservice@agriculture.gov.ie
Tel: (053) 9163400

Cork County Council Environmental
Directorate,

Inniscarra,

Co. Cork, P31 X738
environ@corkcoco.ie

Tel: (021) 4523700

Cork County Council Environmental
Directorate,

Inniscarra,

Co. Cork, P31 X738

Tel: (021) 4523700

Cork County Council Fire and Building,
Control Department,

County Hall Campus,

Farranlea Road,

Cork

fireinfo@corkcoco.ie

Tel: (021) 4304077

Cork County Council Fire and Building,
Control Department,

County Hall Campus,

Farranlea Road,

Cork

fireinfo@corkcoco.ie

Tel: (021) 4304077

National Monuments Service,
Department of Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritage,
Room G50,

Custom House,

Dublin 1, D01 W6X0
nationalmonuments@chg.gov.ie

Tel. (01) 888 2000
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2 Proposed Schedule for the SID Consenting Process

2.1 Context of EirGrid’s proposal regarding SID Consent

Pursuant to Article 10(4)(b) of the TEN-E Regulation, as part of the pre-application
procedure, the PCI Unit shall draw up, in close cooperation with the project promoter and
other authorities concerned, a detailed schedule for the permit granting process in line with
Annex VL1.(2) of the TEN-E Regulation. The checklist below will serve as a basis for this
identification for the purposes of the SID grant of planning permission.

2.2 SID Grant of Planning Permission
2.2.1 (a) The decisions and opinions to be obtained

Pursuant to Section 182A of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 as amended
(hereafter, the “Planning and Development Act”) where a person intends to carry out
development comprising or for the purposes of electricity transmission, they shall prepare an
application for approval under Section 182B of the Planning and Development Act and apply
to the SID Unit of ABP for such a development consent. EirGrid is currently preparing a
planning application for approval pursuant to the requirements of Section 182A of the
Planning and Development Act.

2.2.2 (b) The authorities, stakeholders and the public likely to be concerned

Consultation has been undertaken with statutory consultees, stakeholders and the public
during key stages of the project in respect of the SID planning application. A detailed
account of all consultation undertaken to date will be contained in a Planning Report and a
Public and Landowner Consultation Report that are currently being prepared to accompany
the SID planning application. These documents will be available on the application specific
website. In addition EirGrid’s Celtic Interconnector project website already contains
consultation reports and consultation related material — please refer to:
https://www.eirgridgroup.com/the-grid/projects/celtic-interconnector/related-
documents/index.xml

The principal stakeholders for this consent with whom EirGrid has consulted include:
@ The SID Unit of ABP (the consenting authority);
(i) Cork County Council;

(iii) Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (including the
Foreshore Unit); and previously Department of Culture, Heritage and the

Gaeltacht;
(iv) CRU;
(v) Department of Environment, Climate and Communications;

(vi) Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine;
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(vii)
(viii)
(ix)
(x)
(xi)
(xii)
(xiii)
(xiv)
(xv)
(xvi)
(xvii)
(xviii)
(xix)
(xx)
(xxi)
(xxii)
(xxiii)
(xxiv)
(xxv)
(xxvi)
(xxvii)
(xxviii)
(xxix)
(xxx)
(xxxi)

(xxxii)

National Parks and Wildlife Service — Development Application Unit;
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport;
National Monuments Service;

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA);
Irish Rail;

Irish Water;

IDA,;

Cork Road Design Office (RDO);

Gas Networks Ireland,

Southern Regional Assembly;

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII);
National Transport Authority;

Health and Safety Authority;

Inland Fisheries Ireland;

Commission for Railway Regulation;
Heritage Council;

Failte Ireland;

An Chombhairle Ealaion (The Arts Council);
Marine Institute;

Office of Public Works;

Geological Survey of Ireland;

Bord lascaigh Mhara;

An Taisce;

Irish Whale and Dolphin Group;

Local residents and community groups; and,

Directly affected landowners.

2.2.3 (c) Individual stages of the procedure and their duration

Pursuant to Section 182E of the PDA, EirGrid has engaged in pre-application consultations
with the SID Unit of ABP. The point of contact for these consultations is Mr Kieran Somers.
There are no statutory timelines in place for these consultations; however, EirGrid intends
requesting closure of the consultations in April 2021. It is anticipated that approximately four
weeks following receipt of EirGrid’s request for closure, ABP will serve notice of its opinion
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on EirGrid, on Cork County Council and any other party that has been consulted. On receipt
of this opinion, EirGrid will take account of the opinion in the finalisation of its application
documents and will then submit the application for consent to ABP, anticipated in May 2021.

Following the submission of the SID application, submissions and observations may be
made to ABP by any person for a period stated in the associated public notices; it is
anticipated that this will be a 7 week period. Based on EirGrid’s extensive experience of its
SID projects in the planning approval process, it is anticipated that if there is no oral hearing,
the application may be approved in December 2021. If there is an oral hearing, the approval
may be made in April 2022.

2.2.4 (d) Major milestones to be accomplished and their deadlines in view of the
comprehensive decision to be taken

EirGrid intends to submit the SID application for development consent in May 2021.
Assuming approval of the application for development consent (in tandem with the other
requisite consent — the Foreshore Licence), EirGrid intends to commence the construction
phase in Q4 2022. The construction phase will be the point at which all other post-consent
licences and authorisations will be finally confirmed.

2.2.5 (e) Theresources planned by the authority and possible additional resource
needs

It is envisaged that the An Bord Pleanala will process this application for approval through
their own in-house resources and that no additional resources would be required. This is of
course an internal matter for An Bord Pleandla.
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3 Proposed Schedule for the Foreshore Unit Consenting Process

3.1 Context of EirGrid’s Proposal regarding Foreshore Licence Consent

Pursuant to Article 10(4)(b) of the TEN-E Regulation, as part of the pre-application
procedure, the PCI Unit shall draw up, in close cooperation with the project promoter and
other authorities concerned, a detailed schedule for the permit granting process in line with
Annex VL1.(2) of the TEN-E Regulation. The checklist below will serve as a basis for this
identification for the purposes of the Foreshore Licence.

3.2 Foreshore Licence
3.2.1 (a) The decisions and opinions to be obtained

Pursuant to Section 3 of the Foreshore Acts 1933 as amended (the “Foreshore Acts”), if in
the opinion of the appropriate Minister, it is in the public interest that a foreshore licence
should be granted to any person in respect of any State-owned foreshore authorising such
person to place any material or to place or erect any articles, things, structures, or works in
or on such foreshore, that Minister may, subject to the provisions of the Foreshore Acts,
grant a foreshore licence to such person. EirGrid expects to apply for a Foreshore Licence
from the Foreshore Unit of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage for
the installation, operation and maintenance of cables including external cable protection (if
required) in the foreshore. Once granted the Foreshore Licence will be valid from the date
of grant for a period not exceeding 99 years.

3.2.2 (b) The authorities, stakeholders and the public likely to be concerned

Consultation has been undertaken with statutory consultees, stakeholders and the public
during key stages of the project in respect of the application for a foreshore licence. A
detailed account of all consultation undertaken to date will be contained in a Planning Report
and a Public and Landowner Consultation Report that are currently being prepared to
accompany the Foreshore Licence application. In addition EirGrid’s Celtic Interconnector
project website already contains consultation reports and consultation related material —
please refer to http://www.eirgridgroup.com/the-grid/projects/celtic-interconnector/related-
documents/index.xml

The principal authorities, stakeholders and public bodies with whom EirGrid has consulted
include:

(1) Foreshore Unit of the Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage;

(i) Cork County Council;

(iii) Department of Environment, Climate and Communications; (including the
Petroleum Affairs Division);
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(iv)

V)
(Vi)
(Vi)
(viii)
(ix)

(x)
(xi)
(xii)
(xiii)
(xiv)
(xv)
(xvi)
(xvii)
(xviii)
(xix)
(%)
(xxi)
(xxii)
(xxiii)
(xxiv)
(xxv)

(xxvi)

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage — Underwater
Archaeology Unit;

National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) — Development Application Unit;
An Bord Pleanéla Projects of Common Interest (PCI);

Marine Institute;

Inland Fisheries Ireland;

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine - Aquaculture and Foreshore
Management Division;

Department of Defence;

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA);
An Taisce;

CRU;

Heritage Council;

Failte Ireland;

An Chombhairle Ealaion (The Arts Council);
Health Service Executive;

Irish Maritime Administration;

National Inshore Fisherman’s Association;
Marine Survey Office;

Youghal Fisherman’s Association;
Ballycotton Fisherman’s Association;

Irish Sea Fisheries Board;

Irish Whale and Dolphin Group;

Local residents and community groups; and,

Directly affected landowners.

3.2.3 (c) Individual stages of the procedure and their duration

EirGrid expects that the stages involved in the processing of the Foreshore Licence
Application, and anticipated timelines for these stages, will be as follows:

0] EirGrid will submit the Foreshore Licence in May 2021.
(i) The Foreshore Unit will acknowledge receipt of the application in June 2021
and will validate the application by August 2021.
March 2021
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(iii) Public consultation will likely take place between September 2021 and
October 2021.

(iv) The Foreshore Unit and stakeholders may request additional information from
EirGrid for clarification purposes. Upon receipt of any response to a request
for additional information, the Foreshore Unit will review the responses
received and will determine whether any further information is required from
EirGrid in order for them to make their decision.

(v) EirGrid have discussed with the Foreshore Unit that determination on the
application will be required by April 2022 to inform the comprehensive
decision. The determination will be posted on the Foreshore Unit website.

3.2.4 (d) Major milestones to be accomplished and their deadlines in view of the
comprehensive decision to be taken

EirGrid intends to submit the Foreshore Licence application in May 2021. Assuming
approval of the application (in tandem with the other requisite consent — the SID application
for consent), EirGrid intends to commence the construction phase in Q4 2022. The
construction phase will be the point at which all other post-consent licences and
authorisations will be finally confirmed.

3.2.5 (e) Theresources planned by the authority and possible additional resource
needs

It is envisioned that the Foreshore Unit may process the Foreshore Licence through external
specialist resources that will be managed by their own in-house licencing team. This is of
course an internal matter for the Foreshore Unit.
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4 Proposed Schedule for the CRU Consenting Process

4.1 Context EirGrid’s proposal regarding CRU Consent

Pursuant to Article 10(4)(b) of the TEN-E Regulation, as part of the pre-application
procedure, the PCI Unit shall draw up, in close cooperation with the project promoter and
other authorities concerned, a detailed schedule for the permit granting process in line with
Annex VL1.(2) of the TEN-E Regulation. The checklist below will serve as a basis for this
identification for the purposes of the CRU consent applications.

4.2 Authorisation to Construct an Interconnector
4.2.1 (a) The decisions and opinions to be obtained

Pursuant to Section 16(1)(b) of the Electricity Regulation Act 1999 (as amended) (the “1999
Act”) a person shall not construct an interconnector unless an appropriate authorisation has
been granted to the person by the CRU. Applications for an authorisation to construct an
interconnector are made to the CRU by way of an application form which is available on the
CRU website. EirGrid is currently preparing the application for an authorisation to construct
an interconnector. The authorisation is valid for seven years or until completion of the
construction project.

4.2.2 (b) The authorities, stakeholders and the public likely to be concerned

The analysis of the authorities, stakeholder and the public likely to be concerned has been
completed as part of the pre-application phase of both the SID planning application and
Foreshore Licence Application. The principal stakeholders for this CRU consent include:

(i) CRU;

(i) Cork County Council;

(iii) Local landowners;

(iv) Local residents along the on-shore route or near the converter station;

(v) Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage;

(vi) Department of Environment, Climate and Communications;

(vi)  Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine; and

(vii)  EirGrid Transmission System Operator (TSO)® and ESB Networks.
4.2.3 (c) Individual stages of the procedure and their duration

EirGrid will send the completed application form to the CRU along with all the required
documentation. The CRU aims to acknowledge receipt of all applications within seven days.
The CRU may require additional information in respect of the application for support or

% The Celtic Interconnector Project is a ring fenced part of EirGrid plc, separate to the functions of EirGrid as
TSO.
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clarification purposes. If the CRU decides to grant an authorisation, EirGrid will be advised in
writing and the authorisation will be issued shortly afterwards.

4.2.4 (d) Major milestones to be accomplished and their deadlines in view of the
comprehensive decision to be taken

(1) EirGrid intends to submit the authorisation to construct an interconnector
application in Q2 2022 directly to the CRU. While the Draft Application
particulars will be included in the PCI Application File, it is currently assumed
that they will not form part of the comprehensive decision;

(i) The authorisation to construct an interconnector must be in place before the
construction phase commences in Q4 2022;

(iii) EirGrid anticipates that an application to obtain development consent
pursuant to Section 182A will be made in May 2021. The grant of this consent
will satisfy the requirement to obtain planning permission before submitting
the application for authorisation to construct an interconnector;

(iv) Pursuant to Section 3 of the Foreshore Acts, EirGrid anticipates to apply for a
Foreshore Licence from the Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage in May 2021 for the installation, operation and maintenance of
cables including external cable protection (if required) in the foreshore.

4.2.5 (e) Theresources planned by the authority and possible additional resource
needs

It is envisaged that the CRU will process this authorisation application through their own in-
house resources and that no additional resources would be required. This is of course an
internal matter for the CRU.

4.3 Consentto Lay Electric Cables
4.3.1 (a) The decisions and opinions to be obtained

0] Pursuant to Section 48 and Section 49 of the 1999 Act the CRU has functions
relating to the transfer of the ESB’s powers under Section 51, Section 52 (1)
and Section 53 (1) to (5) and (9) of the Electricity (Supply) Act 1927 (as
amended).

(i) Section 48 consent grants applicants the power to lay electric lines across or
under a street, road, railway or tramway, and the right to break up any street,
road, railway or tramway for that purpose.

(iii) Section 49 consent grants applicants the power to lay electric lines across or
under land not being a street, road, railway or tramway.

4.3.2 (b) The authorities, stakeholders and the public likely to be concerned
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As noted above, the analysis of the authorities, stakeholder and the public likely to be
concerned has been completed as part of the pre-application phase of both the SID planning
application and Foreshore Licence Application. The principal stakeholders for this CRU
consent are:

(i) CRU;
(i) Cork County Council;
(iii) Local residents along the on-shore route or near the converter station;
(iv) Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage;
(v) Department of Environment, Climate and Communications;
(vi) Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine; and
(vii)  EirGrid TSO and ESB Networks.
4.3.3 (c) Individual stages of the procedure and their duration

(@ Application is made to the CRU by way of an application form and may be
sent to consentapplication@cru.ie. The application will not be considered
complete unless it is accompanied by all of the required supporting
documentation;

(ii) The CRU will confirm if an application is complete as soon as may be
possible (but no later than 10 working days) after receipt of an application;

(iii) After the CRU reviews the application, the applicant may be contacted by the
CRU if the CRU requires clarifications or additional information;

(iv) The time taken for the application process is dependent on the volume of
applications received and the CRU’s workload at the time; and

(V) Applications should be submitted at least two months prior to the date by
which the applicant intends to exercise the consents.

4.3.4 (d) Major milestones to be accomplished and their deadlines in view of the
comprehensive decision to be taken

(1) EirGrid intends to submit the application in Q2 2022 directly to the CRU.
While the Draft Application particulars will be included in the PCI Application
File, it is currently assumed that they will not form part of the comprehensive
decision; and,

(i) The CRU consents to lay electric cables must be in place before the
construction phase commences in Q4 2022.
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4.3.5 (e) Theresources planned by the authority and possible additional resource
needs

It is envisaged that the CRU will process the consent applications through their own in-
house resource and that no additional resource would be required. This is of course an
internal matter for the CRU.

4.4 Special Order(s)
4.4.1 (a) The decisions and opinions to be obtained

0] EirGrid will endeavour to reach an agreement with all relevant landowners
along the onshore cable route so as to allow for the installation of cable on
the landowner’s property. In the event that an agreement cannot be reached
with one or more of the landowners, legislation provides for the granting of
Special Orders pursuant to the Electricity (Supply) Act 1927 (as amended)
(the “1927 Act’) and the 1999 Act.

(i) Pursuant to Section 45 of the 1927 Act, as amended by Section 47 of the
1999 Act, the CRU may acquire compulsorily any land or acquire any
easement or other right over land or any right of impounding, diverting, or
abstracting water for the purpose of the exercise of any of the powers
conferred on it by the 1927 Act. As a result, a Special Order made by the
CRU (if required), would allow EirGrid to compulsorily acquire a right of way
across the relevant land in order to install cable across the land.

4.4.2 (b) The authorities, stakeholders and the public likely to be concerned

As noted above, the analysis of the authorities, stakeholder and the public likely to be
concerned has been completed as part of the pre-application phase of both the SID planning
application and Foreshore Licence Application. The principal stakeholders for this CRU
consent are:

(i) CRU;
(i) The individuals affected by the Special Order;
(iii) Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage;
(iv) Department of Environment, Climate and Communications;
(V) Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine; and
(vi) EirGrid and ESB Networks.

4.4.3 (c) Individual stages of the procedure and their duration

0] An application for a Special Order is not normally required and is viewed as a
last resort. There is no standard application process for a Special Order. In
the event that EirGrid did apply for a Special Order, it is expected that the
CRU will engage in a consultation process with the affected landowners and
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the general public and may also hold an oral hearing with an independent
chairperson.

4.4.4 (d) Major milestones to be accomplished and their deadlines in view of the
comprehensive decision to be taken

It is not envisaged that a Special Order will be required for the completion of this project.
Milestones and deadlines are therefore not a factor.

445 (e) Theresources planned by the authority and possible additional resource
needs

It is envisaged that the CRU would process this authorisation through their own in-house
resources and that no additional resources would be required. This is of course an internal
matter for the CRU.

4.5 A Licence to Operate the Interconnector
45.1 (a) The decisions and opinions to be obtained

0] Pursuant to Section 14(1) of the 1999 Act, the CRU has the power to grant or
refuse to any person a number of licences, including, a licence to discharge
the functions of the transmission system operator under Section 14(1)(e) and
a licence to transport electricity across and maintain an interconnector under
Section 14(1)(i).

(i) EirGrid plc is the holder of the transmission system operator under Section
14(1)(e) in accordance with Section 14(2A) of the 1999 Act. EirGrid is
developing the proposed interconnector under the requirements of Regulation
8 of Sl 445/2000 — European Communities (Internal Market in Electricity)
Regulations, 2000 and in accordance with its licence.

(iii) EirGrid may own an interconnector, as provided for under Section 2(3) of the
Electricity Regulation (Amendment) (EirGrid) Act 2008 (“2008 Act”), and an
interconnector owned by the EirGrid (the TSO) shall be regarded as part of
the transmission system for the purposes of the functions of the TSO as
provided for in Section 2A of the 1999 Act. Equally the CRU may grant a
separate licence to transport electricity across and maintain an interconnector
under Section 14(1)(i). The current form of the Interconnector Operator
Licence was published by CRU in April 2018.

(iv) The granting of a licence under 14(1)(i) is an ‘end stage’ consent and is not a
requirement for the construction phase of the project. The licence is granted
by the CRU, in accordance with the CRU decision paper CER/11/055, upon
application to those who have already been issued with an authorisation to
construct an interconnector pursuant to Section 16 of the 1999 Act, and who
by this process, would be automatically eligible to receive a licence to operate
the same interconnector.
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4.5.2 (b) The authorities, stakeholders and the public likely to be concerned

As noted above, the analysis of the authorities, stakeholder and the public likely to be
concerned has been completed as part of the pre-application phase of both the SID planning
application and Foreshore Licence Application. The principal stakeholders for this CRU
consent are:

(i) CRU;
(i) Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage;
(iii) Department of Environment, Climate and Communications;
(iv) Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine; and
(V) EirGrid and ESB Networks.
4.5.3 (c) Individual stages of the procedure and their duration
EirGrid will follow the application procedure as advised by the CRU.

4.5.4 (d) Major milestones to be accomplished and their deadlines in view of the
comprehensive decision to be taken

A licence to operate the Interconnector will be required after construction and commissioning
of the interconnector which is currently anticipated to be 2026. The licence will be in place
before the interconnector begins operation.

4.5.5 (e) Theresources planned by the authority and possible additional resource
needs

It is envisaged that CRU would process this authorisation through their own in-house
resources and that no additional resources would be required. This is of course an internal
matter for the CRU.
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Table 2.1: TEN-E Regulation Progress to Date and Indicative Timelines

Progress to Date and Indicative Timelines

Article

Specific Requirement

9(7)

Establish and update a website linked to the
Commission website.

Status

9(3)

Within 3 months of Article 10(1)(a), submit
Concept of Public Participation (CPP) to 3 CAs in
line with Annex VI.

9(4) &
9(5)

Carry out at least 1 public consultation within no
more than 2 months in each Member State
concerned.

10(1)(a)

Submit Notification Document to all 3 Competent
Authorities (CAS).

10(4)(a)

The CA shall identify, in close cooperation with
other CAs, the scope of material and level of detail
to be submitted.

10(4)(b)

The CA shall draw up, in close cooperation with
the project promoters and other authorities
concerned, a detailed schedule for the permit
granting process in line with Annex VI.(2).

O Apr 21

For projects crossing the border between two or
more Member States, the CAs of the Member
States concerned shall prepare a joint schedule, in
which they endeavor to align their timetables.

10(4)(c)

The Draft Application File (DAF) shall be submitted
to the relevant CAs.

OO Apr 21

O June 21

4]

Upon receipt of the DAF, the relevant CA shall
request any additional information that is required
(completeness checking).

O June 21

0 July 21

O Apr 21

10(1)(b)

The statutory permit granting procedure
commences on the date of acceptance of the
submitted application file.

O June 21

O July /
Aug 21

O Apr21

The statutory permit granting procedure shall not
exceed 18 months. Member states may set an
earlier date, if considered appropriate.

O Aug
22*

O Nov 21

O Apr 22

Note: * Key onshore and offshore consents will be issued by April 2022. Timeframe allows for the CRU
to finalise specific regulatory authorisations and the comprehensive decision to be issued in Ireland.
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Figure 2.2: TEN-E Regulation Progress to Date and Indicative Timelines

' Submit File to French CA in line with Article 10(4)(c) (Dec 2020)

) Receive confirmation that the proposed scope is complete (Mar 2021)

)Receive confirmation that the proposed schedule is complete (Apr 2021)

) Submit Draft Application File (DAF) as per Article 10(4)(c) (Apr 2021)

) Receive confirmation that the file is complete (Jun 21)

) Ireland
b France

> UK

’ Receive confirmation the file is complete & start of permit granting process in France as per Art. 10 (1)(a)(Apr 21)

Start of permit granting procedure in Ireland as per Article 10(1)(a) (Jun 21)

t Submit DAF as per Article 10(4)(c) (Jun 21)

|

) Receive confirmation that file is complete (Jul 21)

) Start of permit granting procedure in UK as per Article 10(1)(a) (Jul 21)

i Submissions invited from public on SID application over 7 weeks (Jul-Aug 21)

Submissions invited from public in UK over 4 weeks (Aug-Sept2021)

S submissions invited from public on Foreshore License over 6 weeks (Sep-Oct 21)

Comprehensive decision issued by UK CA (Nov 21)

Submissions invited from public in France over 6 weeks (Nov-Dec 21)

Comprehensive decision issued (Apr 22)

Comprehensive decision issued
(Aug 22)*

Q4 20

Q121

Q221

Q321

Q421

Q122

Q2 22

Q3 22

Note: * Key onshore and offshore consents will be issued by April 2022. Timeframe allows for the CRU to finalise specific EIRGRID
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1 Introduction

1.1 Introduction

The Celtic Interconnector is a proposed electrical link which will enable the movement of
electricity between Ireland and France and will be the first direct energy link between the two
countries, running from the south coast of Ireland to the north-west coast of France. The
project promoters are EirGrid plc and Réseau de Transport d'Electricité (RTE), the
respective Transmission System Operators (TSOs) in Ireland and France. The Celtic
Interconnector Project (An Bord Pleanala Ref. No. PCI0003) is currently in the pre-
application phase of the Project of Common Interest (PCI) process.

1.2 Progress to date on completing the Pre-Application Procedure

To date, a number of the pre-application requirements that concern this PCI Project have
been completed in accordance with the provisions of the TEN-E Regulation®. In summary,
these include:

e Article 9(7): Establish and update a website linked to the Commission website;

e Article 9(3): Within 3 months of Article 10(1)(a), submit Concept of Public
Participation (CPP) to three CAs in line with Annex VI.

e Article 9(4) and 9(5): Carry out at least 1 public consultation within no more than 2
months in each Member State concerned.

e Article 10(1)(a): Submit Natification Document to all three Competent Authorities
(CAs).

In addition, EirGrid plc (hereafter, EirGrid) has made submissions to the PCI Unit in order to
help the CA to complete the requirement for them to identify the scope of material and the
level of detail of information to be submitted as part of the Draft Application File i.e. complete
the requirements of Article 10(4)(a)? of the TEN-E Regulation. EirGrid anticipates that the
requirements of Article 10(4)(a) will be concluded very shortly.

Article 10(4)(b) of the TEN-E Regulation includes the provision that “For projects crossing
the border between two or more Member States, the competent authorities of the Member
States concerned shall prepare a joint schedule, in which they endeavour to align their
timetables”. Itis in this context that EirGrid has prepared this document for the PCI Unit. It
is considered that the administration of this requirement is a matter for the CAs concerned
with no further inputs required from the project promoters.

! The Trans-European Energy Infrastructure EU Regulation No. 347/2013.

2 Article 10(4)(a) of the TEN-E Regulation states that “4. The pre-application procedure shall comprising the
following steps (a) upon the acknowledgement of the notification pursuant to paragraph 1(a), the competent
authority shall identify, in close cooperation with the other authorities concerned, and where appropriate on the
basis of a proposal by the project promoter, the scope of material and level of detail of information to be
submitted by the project promoter, as part of the application file, to apply for the comprehensive decision. The
checklist referred to in Annex VI.1(e) shall serve as a basis for this identification”.
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2 Proposed Schedule across the Irish, UK and French Jurisdictions

2.1 Introduction to Irish, UK and French Jurisdictions

As illustrated in Figure 2.1, the Celtic Interconnector project concerns the jurisdictions of
Ireland, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (UK) and France.

Figure 2.1: The Celtic Interconnector
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Given the project’s PCI status as PCI number 1.6 for the North Seas Countries Offshore
Grid Initiative (‘(NSCOG’) priority corridor under the TEN-E Regulation, EirGrid are required
to complete a number of specific requirements of the TEN-E Regulation with the following
three CAs who are responsible for ensuring the implementation of the permit granting
process:

1. The PCI Unit of An Bord Pleandla (ABP) in Ireland;

2. The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) in the UK; and

3. The Direction Générale de ‘Energie et du Climat (DGEC) in France.
2.2 TEN-E Regulation Progress to Date Across All Jurisdictions

Table 2.1 sets out the status key specific requirements of the TEN-E Regulation that have
been both completed to date and those that have yet to be completed across all three

jurisdictions concerned (Ireland, the UK and France). It also includes suggested dates for
scheduling the completion of any TEN-E Regulation requirements that remain outstanding.

Table 2.1: TEN-E Regulation Progress to Date and Indicative Timelines

Progress to Date and Indicative Timelines n Status

Article Specific Requirement

9(7) Establish and update a website linked to the 4] 4 |
Commission website.

9(3) Within 3 months of Article 10(1)(a), submit A %4 [
Concept of Public Participation (CPP) to 3 CAs in
line with Annex VI.

9(4) & Carry out at least 1 public consultation within no ] M |
9(5) more than 2 months in each Member State

concerned.
10(1)(a) | Submit Notification Document to all 3 Competent ] M |

Authorities (CASs).

10(4)(a) The CA shall identify, in close _cooperation with _ OMar21 | & |
other CAs, the scope of material and level of detail
to be submitted.

The CA shall draw up, in close cooperation with OApr21 | 4 %}
the project promoters and other authorities
concerned, a detailed schedule for the permit
10(4)(b) | granting process in line with Annex VI.(2).

For projects crossing the border between two or 0O 0 0
more Member States, the CAs of the Member
States concerned shall prepare a joint schedule, in
which they endeavor to align their timetables.

10(4)(c) | The Draft Application File (DAF) shall be submitted | O Mar21 | OMay21 | &
to the relevant CAs.
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Progress to Date and Indicative Timelines

Article

Specific Requirement

Upon receipt of the DAF, the relevant CA shall
request any additional information that is required
(completeness checking).

O May 21

Status

O Jun 21

O May 21

10(1)(b)

The statutory permit granting procedure
commences on the date of acceptance of the
submitted application file.

O May 21

O Jun 21

O May 21

The statutory permit granting procedure shall not
exceed 18 months. Member states may set an
earlier date, if considered appropriate.

O Apr 22

O Oct 21

O Apr 22

2.3 PCIl Schedule Across All Jurisdictions

Figure 2.2 provides a joint schedule across all three jurisdictions. It demonstrates that
manner in which the Irish and French jurisdictions can align their timetables by ensuring that
a comprehensive decision is issued by April 2022. This schedule captures:

L

Public consultation periods; and,

The anticipated dates for receipt of comprehensive decision.

The anticipated submission dates for the Draft Application Files (DAF);
The anticipated dates for confirmation of the completeness of the DAF;

The anticipated dates for submission of the Final Application Files;
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Figure 2.2: TEN-E Regulation Progress to Date and Indicative Timelines

b Submit File to French CA in line with Article 10(4)(c) (Dec 2020)
)Receive confirmation that the proposed scope is complete (Mar 2021)

P> Receive confirmation the file is complete (May 21)
)Receive confirmation the file is complete (May 21)

> Submit files to French CA (May 21)

> Submit files to Irish CA (May 21)
) Submit DAF to UK CA in line with Article 10(4)(c) (May 21)

) Submit Draft Application File (DAF) to Irish CA in line with Article 10(4)(c) (Mar 2021)

)Receive confirmation that file is complete and submit files to UK CA (Jun 21)
[ Submissions invited from publicon SID application over 7 weeks (Jun-Jul 21)

Submissions invited from publicin UK over 4 weeks (Jul 2021)

Comprehensive decision issued by UK CA (Oct 21)

[ Submissions invited from publicin France over 6 weeks (Nov-Dec 21)

Comprehensive decision issued (Apr 22)

Comprehensive decision issued (Apr 22)

Q4 20

Q121

Q221

Q321

Q421 |Ql22

Q2 22

Q3 22
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2.4 Conclusion

We look forward to the progression of the Celtic Interconnector Project through the PCI
process. We hope that the information contained within this document is of assistance to
the CAs in the administration of Article 10(4)(b) of the TEN-E Regulation.
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